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The Kaights of the Golden Cireic. ~ 


Wo publish thig morning a long and somi- 
offiuial account of an organizatton known 98 
tho Kaigbta of tho doldon Circle, Tho ob- 
jecta of this orgunization aro gaid to bo lo: 
throw obstacles in thu way of the gorernmont, 
antl to give ald and cosfort to the reboltion in 
every poseible way. Tho exposition which we’ 
publish (a from die Calto correspondence of Ue 
Svhenyn Slane, ant prosports Lo boo brad 
upoo the sworn afidavits of reaponsiple par- 
Nea. The ceremonies, Agna and grips of the 
ordor aro wacumed lo be fully explutacd, and’ 
tho arrest of & sncruber of Congresa and of 
xeveral other prominent oltizens of Southern 
ItHuots ts reported. On the wholo, tho oxposl-,| 
Hon In question Ja very curious, absurd and {0° 
teresting, nnd will well repay porasal, 


It atrikea us, however, that the attontpt to 
ropresent this so-called Ordot asa groat con- 
splrooy ayalnat tho government Is allly and per- 
nictous. In our oplinton,-tho Order of the 
Knighta of the Golden Circlo is aa completo s 
\unbug asthe Order of the Sons of Malta, and 
tho two ordora very much resombfe each other 
In tholr slgus, grips and ceremonies, Both of; 
theso orders were devised by disalpated follows, 
with the object of obtatoing plentiful freo. 
irinka,, Tho pretence that the Knights of the: 
(oldon Circle originally tntanded to Ale 
Contrat Amertea into the Unton fa just as grea 
waham ond delusion ag the protence that the 
Sons of  Maltn dosigned.- to. Oltbuster : 
Cuba ‘{nfo "the, Union, We \.keow | all 
about the Sons of Malta now, and {ta saembora 
freoly avow, since the Order hina beea squolched, 
that (hole futontion was merely to bnvo a little 
tun, * 80)) a fow friends, and indulge in oys- 
{ers and olampagno ut the oxponso of the fultta- 
tion feos, Tho Knights of tho Golden Cirdle 
had no hotter or worse Inflentton.: 1t ls portect 

‘folly to ropreaont them oa conspirators ond 

robot sympathizers, aud to glve them the credit 
of wideapread organization, powerful support: ; 
ersand numerous adkeronts. ‘Tho oxposttion | 
which wo roprint: serlously states that -the ' 
Order fs an organized plan foment rubeltion 
in our midst, and to cocgurage armed resist- 
nico to tho authorities. [€ charges (hat tho 
leaders of tho Order are In direct communica- 
Won with tho rebels, avd (hat thoy are armed 
hy tho rebols aud send cecruita to the rebel 
army. Itatates that (he Knights aro aworn to 
resist the draft and tho tax, and buye thoir 
generals, captalus, lonutonants and other oficers, 
who dcilt them for this purpose. It details the 
most absurd signs, grips and passwords, but 
says that, (hough absurd, they oro not tho 
less likely to bo trie’? ft representa that 
signs are agreed upon by which Northora and 
Southern members of tho Order shall recogulze 
ongh other in battle aad designedly overshoot 
each other, and by which, whon taking a bayo- 
net charge, tho Northora Knights shall signify 
tholr intention to surrender as prisoners without 
striking a blow. Now, If all this trarh were 
not porntcfous to the govurnment, wero not 
hurtfit to the Union cause, and were not a great 
hindrance to enlistments, it would be too non- 
sensical for notice. 


It will bo observed, however, that only abo- 
Mition journuis—like the Chicago Zitbune and 
New York J’ost—tuidulge in this sort of sedition, 
and that the newspapera and the men whom 
they charge wlth conucctlon with the Order 
aie unlformly democrata, Some time Ago the 
abolition journals mado such a hubbnb about 
the matter that’ Secretary Seward was  go- 
duced into writing a foolish letter to ox- 
Mresident Vierco, asking him [f ha really be- 
longed (o such an organization. OF course the 
ex-Prealdent, like any other gentleman, know 
nothing of (he Order except throngh the news- 
papers, aud relucacd a most polite but decided 
negative to tho Stcretary’s inquiry. We are 
glad, however, that this clreamstanee did not 
Wholly silences all mention of tho Order, be- 
cause we think Chat this isa very proper ocen- 
sion to summarily extluguish a real conspiracy 
agulast dhe government which ihe charges 
agninst thls Order morely conceal. [a other 
words, we helfeve that the Cuss culsed about tty 
Kuights of the Golden Cirele is simply anather 
shrewd device of the abulition organs to divide 
tho North and hinder cnllstments. fore are 
nowspapers seriously elating (int a great con- 
epiracy agatust (he government and in Cor of 
Je. Davie exists throughout the lovat States, 
uid numbers tts conspirators by thonsands, js 
uot this caleulated to alYord ald and comfort to 
the cnomy ? Ilere are Journals solemnly repre. 
senting that the great mass of demuérats and 
the great majority of demoorntic Newspapers 
in tho North are secretly sworn allics of the 
tebels. Is not thls giving comfort to tho eno- 
my ond attempting to divide and weaken tho 
North? Mere are journals deliberately atating 
Unt Uhousands of our soldiers are Teady and 
willing to lny down their arma and surrender 
to tho rebels, Is not this giving ald and com- 
fort to tho enemy? Here are journals not only 
athuttting the possibility and probability of ro- 
sistance fo the dvaftand the tux, but actually 
announcing that preparations of a gigantic 

character are already mado to Support such 
resistance with ars, Is not this aiding and 
‘comforting the enemy and embarrassing (he 
governinent? And are not all such statements 
as those to which wo ‘refer directly In violation 
of Secretary, Stanion’s order prohibiting alt ; 
writlhg and speaking calculated to discourage 
enlistments? There cun be but ono answor to 
these questlons, and our special provost mar- 
stinis ought to make that answer sufitelently 
peremptory and emphatic, 

Tho whole truth of the matter ts, that the abo, 
Ntloniats and republicans are now very greatly 
disturbed {nregard to the coming Congressional 
eleotions, They very much fear that they aro 
to be saundly and effectually thrashed, und we 
hope thut thelr fears may prove well grounded, 
Ibis for this reason (hat thoy are ag very fond, 
Just now, of calling overy mana trattor and 9 
rebol sympathizer who doca not agreo with 
and voto with thon. It is for this reason that 
they are boldly representing an organization of 
bumimors, Hko the Knights of the Golden 
Clrelo, as on armed conspiracy of democratio 
politicians, It ts for this reason tbat (bey re. 
peatedly chargo that democrats, now fightlng 
for the country which abolitionists stay at 
homo and assall, aro armed opponents of the 
draft and the tax. {tts for (his reason that 
somo of our soldiers, and even some of our 
major‘generala, are agcused of favoring tho 
rebels and desiring to be defeated by then. It 
is all an old clectlouecring doilge, revived 
under new clreumstanees; but it js a dodgo 
which {s very Injurfous to our -cause, very 
hurtful to enlistments, and which wil Lo, 
i€ our officers do their duty, very danger- 
ous to those whe ‘eye conceived aud are exe- 
utlug it 


